the sorties, the hose was fired from the shaft. It
burned slowly, but in less than a minute a single
shock was felt as the walls of Johannes7 house
opened outwards and collapsed.
In the confusion a detachment of fifty Europeans
filed out of the entrenchment, splitting into two
parties in the sireet outside. The first, under Lieu-
tenant Browne. 52nd Foot, advanced to the nearest
battery, where one of the enemy's artillerymen was
sleeping on Iiis gun. Browne, who was first into the
battery, tried to shoot him with his revolver, but as
it misfired the man woke up and ran away. One of
the guns was spiked, but not with great success, since
the vent was so enlarged that even double-spiking
it did not suffice to put it out of action for more than
four hours. The vent of the other gun was so
enormous that spiking was out of the question.
The objective of the second party, under Fulton
and M'Cabe, was the shop behind Johannes' house.
On reaching the verandah and finding the place
shut up, the twro officers set their backs against the
door and their feet against the verandah wall; at
the third heave the frame of the door parted from
the brickwork, and Fulton fell in head over heels,
to find himself at the bottom of an eight-foot trench.
M'Cabe and the rest burst in after him, and as soon
as the house was cleared two barrels of powder were
brought up and placed in position. Fulton had al-
ready ordered the rest of the party Lack to the
entrenchment, and was just about to set light to the
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